January 29, 1971

Each Owner or Operator of a Gas Pipeline Facility.

Chai rman, Each State Agency having jurisdiction over
Gas Pipeline Safety.

SUBJECT: 49 C.F.R, Part 191, Leak Reporting Requirenents

Experi ences under our |eak reporting requirenents since they
becane effective on February 9, 1970, suggest a need for clari-
fying the responsibilities of each operator for tel ephonic
reporting under OPS requirenents, and his rel ated responsibil -
ities under State agency requirenents.

49 C.F. R 191.5 requires each operator to give direct tel ephone
notice to the Ofice of Pipeline Safety (Area Code 202-962-6000),
at the earliest practicable nonent foll ow ng discovery of certain
types of | eaks described therein, and identifies the information
to be furnished. In nost cases this tel ephonic report can and
shoul d be made within one to two hours after discovery.

A nunber of State agencies have identical or simlar tel ephonic

| eak reporting requirenents. An operator's telephonic report to
a State agency, with the State agency relaying the |eak report to
this Ofice, does not neet the requirenents of the Federa

regul ation. An operator nust telephonically report any | eaks
subject to 49 CF.R 191.5 directly to this Ofice, even though
he al so may be required to report the sane leak to a State
agency.

Si ncerely,

Joseph C. Cal dwel |
Director, Acting
O fice of Pipeline Safety
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